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the Reformation and not contrary to Law) is too doubtful
to be a fit Rule, exacting an exact knowledge of the Canon
Law, of the Common Law, of the Statute Law; knowledges,
which those who are thus to govern have not, and it is scarce
fit they should have. Since therefore we are to make new
Rules, and shall, no doubt, make those new Rules strict
Rules, and be infallibly certain of a Triennial Parliament,
to see those Rules observed as strictly as they are made,
and to increase or change them upon all Occasions, we shall
have no reason to fear any innovation from their Tyranny
or to doubt any defect in the discharge of their Duty. I
am as confident they will not dare, either ordain, suspend,
silence, excommunicate or deprive, otherwise than we would
have them; and if this be believed, we shall not think fit
to abolish, upon a few days' debate an Order which hath
lasted (as appears by Story) in most Churches these sixteen
hundred years, and in all from Christ to Calvin; or in an
instant change the whole face of the Church like the Scene
of a Mask.

" Mr. Speaker, I do not believe them to be Jure divino,
nay I believe them not to be Jure divino; but neither do I
believe them to be InfuriA humand ; I neither consider them
as necessary, nor as unlawful, but as convenient or incon-
venient : But since all great Mutations in Government are
dangerous (even where what is introduced by that Mutation
is such as would have been profitable upon a primary foun-
dation) and since the greatest danger of Mutations is, that
all the Dangers and Inconveniencies they may bring, are not
to be foreseen; and since no wise man will undergo great
danger but for great necessity, my Opinion is, that we should
not root up this Ancient Tree, as dead as it appears, till we
have tried whether by this, or the like lopping of the Branches,
the sap which was unable to feed the whole, may not serve
to make what is left both grow and flourish. And certainlyived beforea Declara-e. Is there in theose and in-
